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ANNIVERSARY OF THE LONDON PEACE SOCIETY. 
The twenty-eighth anniversary of this important Society was held in 
London, the 23d of May, and "the spacious edifice (Devonshire House) 
was crowded by a highly respectable auditory." The Secretary, Rev. 
John Jefferson, read the report, from which it appears that the Society 
has received less funds than usual, but has been constantly extending its 
operations. Its missions on the Continent — its agencies at home — the 
growing number of its publications — the termination of British wars in the 
East, and a variety of other topics embraced in the report, evince the 
progress of the cause. Receipts, £075, or about $3000 ; its expenditures, 
nearly the same; and a debt of £350, or more than $1500, now resting on 
the Society from its former liabilities. 

BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECHES. 
Mr. Rigaud's remarks relative to the cause of peace on the 
Continent. — " I shall confine myself to that part of the Society's proceedings 
which has reference to the Continent of Europe, and where I have been 
privileged to labor. As to the improvement in public feeling respecting 
peace in the important kingdom of France, I will briefly contrast things 
as they were with what they now are. When I first visited Paris, in the 
latter end of the year 1840, the war spirit was most prevalent. In every 
cafe that I entered I heard rarely any thing but bitter invectives against 
England. At that time there took place the military triumphal procession 
to accompany the mortal remains of Napoleon to their final deposit in a 
magnificent mausoleum, stirring up all the former martial spirit of the French 
nation. Most of the English had quitted Paris; and to show the state of 
the public mind, I may mention that a little boy in a Sunday school one 
afternoon came strutting up to his teacher and said, as if he could hardly 
contain himself, "It nous faut la guerre" — (We must have war). "Why 
so ?" said the teacher. " JVotre honneur est blesse " — (Our honor is wounded). 
How many wars, however, have actually been undertaken on no better 
pretext than that our honor has been wounded, or a little bit of silk, called 
a flag, insulted. 

But, on our visiting France last month, I found a visible improvement in 
many respects. I may instance the sentiments put forth in the French 
journals, and the completion and opening of the Paris and Rouen railway, 
which was undertaken by French and British capitalists, and formed by 
French and British labor. It is evident also in the plans and projects 
brought before the Chambers of France, which have reference to internal 
improvements, and to the extension of manufactures and commerce. It was 
also shown in a meeting, which I had the privilege to attend, of the 
" Christian Morals Society." It was delightful to see the manner in which 
your agent and your respected friends, members of this Society, Josiah 
Foster and Joseph John Gurney, were received. Amongst a number of 
excellent subjects brought before the meeting, that of peace excited an 
intense interest. These are encouraging circumstances, and certainly 
denote a progress in that country. 

Influence of the war-ststem in a time of peace. — "We are all aware 
of the evils and horrors of war, but we are not equally aware of the evil of 
the military principle in time of peace. In every country I visited, Belgium, 
France, Switzerland, and Germany, I perceived that the military spirit was 
the greatest curse of the land. It infringes upon the liberty of the subject, 
and promotes, to an awful degree, the demoralization of the people. 
Belgium can boast of one of the freest constitutions, perhaps, in the world, 
that is to say, on paper, but when you come to its application, that part 
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which relates to military proceedings is the most despotic that can be 
imagined. One of the military laws renders every one liable to be drawn 
for the militia — militia being another word for army." 

Social and domestic influence of the war-ststem. — "This is in 
itself a great hardship; but, in addition to this, there is another most 
iniquitous law, and that is, that a man cannot marry until he has fulfilled a 
period of service in the army. The consequence is, that officers think it no 
violation of morality to form unsanctioned alliances, and to have large 
families even whilst they are in the army. When their period of service 
is over, some marry, but some never do. Surely here is despotism and 
demoralization combined. 

I heard of an incident at Brussels which will throw a little light on this 
very dark subject. A young man had escaped being drawn for the militia, 
and when the period expired for which he would have served, had he been 
drawn, he applied for a certificate in order to marry a young woman to 
whom he was engaged. Instead of receiving the certificate, however, he 
received a summons to be enrolled in the place of an individual, who, by 
death or some accident, had left the ranks. Here was his cup of happiness 
dashed to the ground, and turned into bitterness. But time would fail to 
tell you of the dreadful instances of oppression consequent upon these 
laws. 

In France things are nearly the same. I saw a young man there, the 
son of a nobleman, who, feeling the iniquity of the military service, refused 
to enter into it, by which he drew down upon him the vengeance of his own 
father, and he was disinherited. But this truly noble young man rather 
submitted to all the privations of a humble mode of procuring his subsistence, 
than enter the fashionable profession of arms." 

War and the Sabbath. — " The evil is equally great in Switzerland ; 
in that happy land — for happy in some respects it is — and I know nothing 
that obstructs that happiness, save the military laws which are prevalent 
there. I arrived at Berne on a Saturday evening, and the next morning 
found the town filled with soldiers. It was the week for the public exercise 
of the troops, belonging to the whole of the cantons. It commenced on one 
Sabbath, and ended on the next, thus desecrating two Lord's days. A few 
weeks afterwards, however, there was another assembly of troops for a 
general review, and that closed with a sham fight. One party took 
possession of a churchyard, which they defended for a considerable period ; 
they were driven from that, and took up another position, from which they 
were also routed ; and this continued, till they felt that their honor was 
wounded. They then turned about, and defended themselves in reality ; 
and the consequence was, that many were wounded, and many were killed. 
Here is the effect of a military spirit in times of peace. We are told that 
men in battle can fight without having their feelings aroused, and without 
entertaining any enmity to those who oppose them ; but if such dreadful 
consequences and such terrible feelings arise in the minds of men playing 
with arms, what may we not expect when they are brought forward in 
actual conflict ?" 

" I concur," said the Hon. J. S. Buckingham, " with the observations 
made by the speaker who has just sat down, as to the melancholy and 
extensive prevalence of a warlike spirit in Europe. There are different 
degrees of it ; but the spirit prevails more extensively than any one without 
a particular examination would believe. But, notwithstanding this 
admission, which a respect for truth compels me to make, yet I am satisfied 
that at the present moment there is a larger number of persons impressed 
with the criminality of war, and anxious to see some plan set on foot by 
which it shall be abolished, than there ever were since England became 
England." 

War no criterion or instrument of justice. — "If war was founded 
on the notion that if an individual does wrong, it is excusable in society to 
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punish him, it would, in my mind, lose a great portion of its objectionable 
character. If an individual in France did injury to some one in England, 
and we could get at him and punish him only, it would be a slight affair. 
But two ships meet in the ocean, there is not a being on board of them that 
ever saw each other before — they have no ill-will towards each other : the 
one carries a white flag, and the other a red ; they approach ; they hail 
each other, the one commands the other to haul down his flag in token of 
submission and supremacy ; he refuses ; and for this a broadside is poured 
into the vessel, and fifty or one hundred men are left wounded and bleeding 
on the deck. Intelligence of this event reaches the two countries. The 
one that has received the insult, demands reparation ; the other, from pride 
of spirit, refuses to give it; a war commences, and instead of the individual 
alone being punished, the country is drenched with blood, and a million 
times more punishment is inflicted on innocent beings, than any one would 
consent to inflict on the first transgressor. When I cast my eye back over 
the history of the world, and see the progress which has been daily made 
in arts, in sciences, in civilization, the money expended, and the zeal 
manifested in the spread of Christian principle, I have not words to express 
my astonishment at the thick, the utter darkness in which mankind remain 
on the subject of war." 

War the chief cause of a nation's sufferings. — "One reason why 
many countries of the earth which would have an abundance for their 
inhabitants, are in a state of misery, poverty, and wretchedness is, because 
they have been chiefly the theatre of war. Why is England in debt ? 
Because she has had the folly to go to war. If she had lived in peace from 
the days of Alfred to this day, one could hardly set bounds to the wealth 
she might have had. Out of the vast amount of property she creates within 
the year, in the various processes of agriculture, manufacture, and trade, 
nearly $150,000,000, go to pay the interest of debts contracted almost 
exclusively for war. By the superior energy of the English people, by the 
industry and skill that prevail, and the happy exemption from being the 
theatre of war, we do not feel that so much as other nations do lighter 
burdens. But if you want examples, look to Spain, and Portugal, and 
Italy. What causes such a beautiful country as Spain to be in the condition 
in which she is placed? Her public credit is disturbed, her ministers 
changing every month, sometimes every fortnight, no man being able to 
devise a method by which the national finance can be secured, and yet in 
the midst of all this, they are mad enough to start up, party against party, 
man against man, and chief against chief. I have travelled through Spain 
and Portugal ; they are among the loveliest regions of Europe, and are 
competent to sustain five times their population ; and yet they are miserable 
in their condition." 

J. Backhouse, Esq., on the general inattention of christians 
to the wickedness of war. — "If we look at the war in Afghanistan — at 
the unjust assumption of the South Sea Islands by the French — at the 
incursions of the colonial Boers among the nations of South Africa, 
threatening destruction to those interesting tribes that are receiving the 
gospel of peace — we may be convinced that the darkness which has 
prevailed on the subject of the inconsistency of war with the gospel, lies 
very much at the root of this matter. The French, the English, and the 
Dutch, all profess to be disciples of the Prince of peace ; and among the 
whole, I know of none who make a higher profession of Christianity, or 
who entertain a higher regard for the New Testament, than the Cape 
Colonial Boers ; and I am quite satisfied, that, if their teachers had inculcated 
the peaceableness of the gospel as one of its principles, the state of things 
now existing never would have taken place. I remember, on a certain 
occasion, having a conversation with an officer of high rank — a pious man, 
a disciple, I believe, but certainly not a consistent disciple of the Prince of 



92 Anniversary of the London Peace Society. [Aug., 

peace — on the subject of war as affecting the army. I told him that I had 
long been convinced that the army was Satan's school, and that the more 
intercourse I had had with soldiers, the more decided had my convictions 
on this subject become. He paused for a moment, sighed, and answered, 
'I must acknowledge that your remark is correct; that if there be pious 
individuals to be found in the army, they are exceptions to a general rule.' 
I conceive that among the many evidences we have of the sinfulness of 
■war, the sinful state of the army is a very strong one ; and although there 
are to be found in it pious men, we must, if we regard peace as one of the 
principles of the gospel, regard them as inconsistent disciples." 

How THE FRIENDS OF PEACE IN ENGLAND VIEW HER LATE WARS IN 

the east. — Henry Macnamara, author of the Prize Essay on Peace, 
spoke to the following resolution : " That whilst the termination of the 
wars in Afghanistan and China has afforded sincere pleasure to the friends 
of peace now assembled ; and whilst they would carefully abstain from the 
discussion of merely political questions, they are, notwithstanding, 
compelled, injustice to themselves and to the cause they serve, to record 
their indignation and sorrow at the wanton cruelties which were added to 
the horrors of war, especially in the retreat of the army in Afghanistan ; 
and to express their entire disapprobation of the votes of thanks, and other 
measures adopted by the Legislature of this country, to approve and applaud 
these transactions ; and yet further, of the commencement of a new war in 
the territory of Scinde." 

Yes ; at length I may congratulate you upon the attainment of peace. 
Those who are friendly to pacific principles must have received the tidings 
of the termination of these wars with mingled and conflicting feelings. 
They rejoiced that this blood-stained page of our history was closed ; they 
grieved that it had ever been opened ; they experienced pleasure at reflecting 
that Great Britain was no longer making criminal aggressions upon the 
Afghans and Chinese ; they felt sorrow and shame at the deeds by which 
even the termination of the wars was brought about. Looking at the 
destruction which preceded such termination, they felt how applicable to 
the Britons was the remark formerly made of the Romans, " They make a 
desert, and they call it peace." I shall not endeavor to retrace the oft and 
well-trodden ground of the nature and causes of these wars, but shall 
confine myself solely to the events that immediately preceded and surrounded 
peace. And first, as to China. The taking of the city of Chin-kiang-foo 
there led to peace. When the successful soldiers entered the captured 
city, the scene that met their eyes was so horrible, that Lord Stanley said 
he would not shock the House of Commons by a recital of it. Neither 
would I shock you, my friends, but it is our part to probe the disease — to 
strip war of its glory and its tinsel, and to hold it up to the world as a 
demon. In that city, father had murdered son, the mother had destroyed 
her offspring, friend had slain friend, to avoid the implacable British foe. 
The Tartar chief ordered his servants to set fire to his house, and there he 
remained until burnt to ashes. Many of the Tartars made a pile of their 
effects, and on this they placed their wives, their families, and themselves, 
and having applied fire, they miserably perished in the flames ! 

However, a treaty was made, and if any thing shows the utter inefficacy 
of war, as a mode of settling and deciding a dispute, it is this treaty. The 
real cause of the war, whatever the ostensible one, was the opium trade ; 
and there is not a word — not a syllable, upon this subject throughout the 
whole of the treaty. Thus, it is left as a cause for future wars, and it may 
yet involve this and succeeding generations in the work of destruction ; 
and though peace be concluded, the effects of war remain. 

We have heard of the riots in Canton. Lord Ashley, in a recent motion 
on the opium trade, said that the Baptists of this country had been compelled 
to select an American for their missionary to Hongkong, because the 



1843.] Anniversary of the London Peace Society. 93 

criminal conduct of the English had rendered the minds of the Chinese 
inaccessible to the religious efforts of English teachers. And yet this war 
is to introduce Christianity ! 

Shortly after the arrival of the Governor-General in India, he issued 
orders for a retreat from Afghanistan. One would have imagined a retreat 
to have been simply leaving a country ; but no, there was destruction, ay, 
and more than has often been caused by an advancing army. They 
resembled a man, who, having received in combat a mortal wound, exerts 
his dying energies in inflicting a death-wound on his adversary. Their 
departure from Cabul was preceded by the destruction of the bazaar in 
that city — a building venerable for its antiquity, but still more for its 
objects. It was devoted to commerce, and therefore to peace. It was the 
emporium of the trade of Central Asia ; there men assembled together ; 
there they felt the connection and dependency which exist among the 
members of the vast human family. Cabul, itself, the pride of Asia, that 
but a year before boasted of 60,000 inhabitants, is now almost a ruin. 
How indiscriminate is vengeance ; above all, a soldier's vengeance ! Not 
content with destroying the fortifications of war, he levels with the ground 
even the temples of peace, and sweeps away in his wrath the innocent 
together with the guilty. After the juncture of the forces under Generals 
Pollock and Nott, we are told 'all was pillage, havoc, and unsparing 
slaughter. The most perfect discipline was maintained; but it seemed to 
be desired that no bounds, consistent with the preservation of order, should 
be set to the vengeance of the troops. General M'Caskill and his forces 
turned out of their way to attack Istalif, in the province of Kohistan. This 
strong city contained at the time 15,000 inhabitants. The resistance was 
not such as to infuriate the assailants ; but having captured the town, it 
was ordered to be set on fire in several places.' ' For two days,' says an 
eye-witness, 'the place was given up to fire and sword. . . All the 
bitterness of hatred was shown. . . Not a man was spared, with or 
without arms ; not a prisoner taken ; hunted down like vermin. . . Mercy 
was never dreamt of. Verily we have been avenged. Wherever the dead 
body of an Afghan was found, the Hindoo sepoy set fire to his clothes, that 
the curse of a " burnt father " might attach to his children.' Many wounded 
were thus burned to death. 

Is it thus we, a professedly civilized nation, imitate barbarians ? Why 
was this attack made? Was it for the sake of blood, or was it to operate 
as a safety-valve for the roused passions of the soldiers ? Yet, for such 
things, the Legislature offer thanks ! Not a dissentient voice was raised 
against this vote ; not an archbishop or a bishop was heard to raise his 
voice against bloodshed. Some justified the second attack on the Afghans 
for the sake of rescuing the prisoners; but if so, observe, first, how far the 
acts of the forces exceeded this object; and secondly, what an unjustifiable 
war has proceeded from it. I mean the attack upon the Ameers of Scinde. 
Having an immense army of reserve assembled, Lord Ellenborough thought 
it his time to enforce his claims. He demanded territory along the banks 
of the Indus to the extent of 700 miles, and free navigation of that river. 
The Ameers resisted. They were overcome; 5000 were slain; their 
princes are prisoners ; their city is seized and despoiled ; and but for the 
declaration of the Duke of Wellington, I might add their territory is annexed 
to our own. That powerful organ, the Times Journal, I rejoice to say, has 
lately treated of such events as they deserve. The number for April 17, 
1843, has these remarks ; ' Scinde as well as Afghanistan, has now learnt 
that as sure as the first swallow is a sign of summer, the first Englishman 
is an omen of spoliation and war.'" 

A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES. — " ReV. J. GlARKE 

said, ' I have, since the time I became a minister of the gospel, endeavored 
to inculcate those doctrines which are in accordance with the gospel of 
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peace. During ten years' residence in Jamaica, I have done what I could 
in order to make it manifest to those with whom I was connected, that 
the doctrines of peace are indeed the doctrines of Christianity. In the 
providence of God, I go again to that land, where I shall feel bound to do 
more, if possible, than in days gone by, in speaking in favor of peace 
principles. I go, however, to remain there but for a very short period. I 
expect soon to proceed from Jamaica to Africa, whence I came last year. 

In that land I travelled for about thirteen months. I visited the 
Pernandians at Fernando Po, and other tribes near the Cameroon Mountains, 
and amongst these people myself and my respected companion in travel 
were enabled to act on the principles of peace. We went, carrying with 
us no arms whatever ; we walked to the different towns we visited — upwards 
of forty — with our staff in our hands. We had nothing to excite their 
fears, nothing to tempt their cupidity, and we found ourselves perfectly 
safe. In the huts of the natives we slept, and from them we received much 
kindness and hospitality. We did our utmost, when thus travelling from 
place to place, to show what our sentiments were in reference to war. 
Once we attended what they call their war palaver, and interfered, we 
believe, for their benefit, while our interference, we have reason to conclude, 
received their approbation. On another occasion we were applied to by 
the people in one town to go to a more distant town — to a warlike people, 
and desire them no more to interfere with their neighbors, who loved peace. 
We went ; and although the people appeared in rather a formidable manner, 
yet they did us no harm. And why ? Because they saw that we could 
not do them injury ; that we had come amongst them only with those things 
which were necessary for our journey ; that we were unarmed, and hence 
it was that we departed from them in peace. I expect to carry with me 
some thirty or forty men, who I trust will be all men of peace. They will 
go from Jamaica, as the first fruits of that land, for Africa ; they will visit 
their father-land to make known the gospel of peace amongst those in the 
native villages who are sitting at present in the most fearful darkness. 
Thus, while I most seriously and deeply feel the evil of war, and the sin of 
our nation in having entered on the war in China and Afghanistan, while I 
hate and abhor all such conduct as this, I feel more and more determined 
to exert my influence when here, and in other lands when there, in order 
to advance this cause, which is the cause of peace, and which is, I am sure, 
the cause of God." 



MR. CUSHING AT THE BUNKER HILL DINNER. 
We cannot refrain from inserting the following testimony to our principles, 
given from mere experience, by an eminent politician who has no connection 
with the Peace Society, and, as far as we know, no acquaintance with its 
reasons or operations. We were totally unaware that he held any such sen- 
timents, and rejoice that a great Eastern empire is for once to derive from a 
representative of a Christian nation, a recognition of the real principles of 
Christian policy. 

" Hon. Caleb Cushing, being apparently about to quit, was loudly called 
upon from various quarters. The President stated to the company that he 
was present, and gave as a toast : 

The Chinese Empire — In all its celestial surface there was no mound like Bunker 
Hill. 

Mr. Cushing rose and said : — 

'Mr. President; eighteen years ago to-day, under a bright summer's 
sun — the same sun which shone upon our fathers at the battle, and to-day 
kindles upon us, we listen to the eloquent voice, which we have this day 
heard. That voice then made mention of the breaking of the green sod, 



